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THE ROLE OF BILATERAL AGREEMENTS FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL TOURISM IN THE

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

Annotation: In this study, the author analyzed bilateral agreements on tourism which were signed by
Uzbekistan and continues expanding till now. Classification of these treaties was elaborated and as the
example case of China was analyzed. It was developed conclusion and proposals on specifying treaties for
tourism development.  Accordingly, the research puts forward to sign some special agreements in several
fields of tourism with perspective countries.
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Àííîòàöèÿ: Ìàçêóð òàä³è³îòäà ìóàëëèô òóðèçì ñîµàñèäà ¤çáåêèñòîí Ðåñïóáëèêàñè òîìîíèäàí
èìçîëàíãàí âà µîçèðãà÷à êåíãàéèá áîðà¸òãàí èêêè òîìîíëàìà áèòèìëàð òàµëèë ³èëãàí. Øóíèíãäåê,
óøáó øàðòíîìàëàð òàñíèôëàíèá, Õèòîé ìèñîëèäà òàä³è³ ýòèëäè. Ìà³îëàäà òóðèçìíè
ðèâîæëàíòèðèø á´éè÷à òàêëèôëàð èøëàá ÷è³èëäè. Óíãà ìóâîôè³, èñòè³áîëëè äàâëàòëàð áèëàí
ñàé¸µëèêíèíã áèð íå÷à ñîµàëàðèäà ìàõñóñ áèòèìëàð èìçîëàø òàêëèôè áèëäèðèëãàí.

Êàëèò ñ´çëàð: áèòèì, ðèâîæëàíèø, µàìêîðëèê, õàë³àðî ìóíîñàáàòëàð, òóðèçì, øàðòíîìà,
¤çáåêèñòîí.

Àííîòàöèÿ: Â ýòîì èññëåäîâàíèè àâòîð ïðîàíàëèçèðîâàë äâóñòîðîííèå ñîãëàøåíèÿ ïî òóðèçìó,
êîòîðûå áûëè ïîäïèñàíû Óçáåêèñòàíîì è ïðîäîëæàþò ðàñøèðÿòüñÿ äî ñèõ ïîð. Êëàññèôèêàöèÿ
ýòèõ äîãîâîðîâ áûëà ðàçðàáîòàíà è â êà÷åñòâå ïðèìåðà ðàññìàòðèâàëñÿ Êèòàé. Áûëî ðàçðàáîòàíî
çàêëþ÷åíèå è ïðåäëîæåíèÿ ïî óòî÷íåíèþ äîãîâîðîâ ïî ðàçâèòèþ òóðèçìà. Ñîîòâåòñòâåííî,
èññëåäîâàíèå ïðåäëàãàåò çàêëþ÷èòü ñïåöèàëüíûå ñîãëàøåíèÿ â íåñêîëüêèõ îáëàñòÿõ òóðèçìà ñ
ïåðñïåêòèâíûìè ñòðàíàìè.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: äîãîâîð, ìåæäóíàðîäíûå îòíîøåíèÿ, ðàçâèòèå, ñîãëàøåíèå, ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâî,
òóðèçì, Óçáåêèñòàí.
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Introduction
Bilateral agreements play an important

role in maintaining collaboration and
partnership  among states. From 2017,
tourism becomes one of the important
factor of development of economy and
source of increasing international image of
Uzbekistan. It is known that, the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan SH.

Mirziyoyev signed a Decree "On the Action
Strategy for the Further Development of
the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017-2021
years." The document, in particular,
provides for the implementation of
"constructive foreign policy aimed at
strengthening the independence and
sovereignty of the state, creating a security
belt around Uzbekistan, stability and good
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neighborly relations, strengthening the
country's international image." Thereby as
above mentioned, strengthening country's
international image inasmuch as depends
on developing tourism. The tourist sphere
of Uzbekistan cannot develop, without
affecting formality of international level.
One of such directions are the bilateral
agreements, which were signed by the
republic with other countries. Moreover, it
became normatively-legal basis for not only
departure of citizens outside a republic but
also activity of tourism establishments,
strengthening of their partner connections,
advancements of national tour product to
the markets of foreign states/regions/
continents. The author will analyze "a legal
tool", which called bilateral agreement in
the field of tourism with participation of
Uzbekistan by classifying them into two group.
Furthermore, real proposals on developing
bilateral collaboration in the field of tourism
were elaborated by the PhD candidate.

Classification of bilateral agreements for
tourism development

Integrative function of tourism was noted
in a variety of international-legal norms,
namely there were mentioned humanistic
potential, ability of contribution in
maintaining peace and mutual
understanding of people, establishment of
new international economic order, which
is more justice and in the interests of all
parties.  (Manila Declaration, from 1980,
Document of Acapulco, 1982.; Charter of
tourism and Code of tourist,
1985).Considering the integral role of
tourism in maintaining peace and its
integrative function among states, it should
be emphasized that, integration of states
for developing tourism would possess an
important place in growing their economy,
promoting peaceful relations between
countries and sustainable development of
the world society.

Uzbekistan carries out international
relations in the field of tourism on the basis

of bilateral collaboration. Presently a republic
is sign more than 45 intergovernmental
agreements in area of tourism. (1, p.36) It
should emphasize that, these statistics
renew and multiple month by month after
2017 and interagency agreements which
counts around 40, play a remarkable role
in foreign activity of Uzbekistan in this
field.

The contractual practice of the Republic
of Uzbekistan disposes the wide list of
bilateral internat ional agreements,
containing norms about tourism, in this
connection, bilateral agreements are
subdivided into 2 groups:

1. Agreements, setting bases of
collaboration of the states in different areas,
where tourism is also examined as
component part and method of deepening
cultural, economic, trade, technical and
another collaboration, with the effluent
from here mechanism of intergovernmental
settlement of corresponding sphere. For
instance, Agreement between Government
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and
Government of Kirghiz Republic about
deepening of collaboration on culture,
health protection, science, education,
tourism and sport, which was signed in
Bishkek, on January, 16, 1994; Or, the
Agreement between Government of
Republic of Uzbekistan and Government
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan about a
collaboration in the sphere of culture,
health protection, science, technique,
training of staff, tourism, sport and mass
medias from June, 27, 1992 and etc.);

2. To the second group
intergovernmental and interdepartmental
agreements on collaboration in the field
of tourism. Agreements, which are
signed between governmental agencies-
interdepartmental agreements
("UzbekTourism", now Committee for
tourism development of Uzbekistan, from
one side and agencies of different states
from another side) in the field of tourism.
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According to Committee's statistics there
are 23 interdepartmental treaties are signed
till 2018. (5) Interdepartmental agreements
about a collaboration on tourism with
companies and firms of Malaysia,
Indonesia, Egypt, Vietnam, Turkey,
Pakistan, Israel, ÎÀÝ, India, Korea,
Japan, Brunei and Russian Federation. At
the same time, text of these agent
agreements is not plugged in itself by a point
sti pulating the financial obligations of
parties, because the obligation of foreign
agent-representative to conduct
promotional- informative events for the
personal funds makes a reservation in
agreements.

A primary purpose of agreements is the
creation of favorable terms for tourism
development and the best acquaintance with
cultural life of population of the states of
parties, expansion of international
cooperation. International agreements are
based on principles of equality, mutuality
and mutual benefit. The signed agreements
assist for the progress of collaboration in
next directions:

- conducting advertising companies in
mass media;

-conducting various activities for the
development of tourism;

- promotion of health tourism;
-organization of study tours for

representatives of tourism organizations and
mass media;

- assistance in the training of staff for
the tourism industry through the exchange
of specialists from interested institutions
and students;

- exchange of information and
experience in the field of tourism;

- promoting cooperation in the
construction,  equipment and management
of hotels and other tourist institutions by
expanding the corresponding opportunities;

- distribution of tourist publications and
other materials, in particular, audio and
video materials, advertising the tourist

potential of both states. (5)
Here, we should emphasize that,

nowadays it is observed a new type of
agreement in the field of tourism, which
combines three parties for sustainable
tourism in Uzbekistan. In particular,
Memorandum of Understanding between
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, The State Committee for
Tourism Development of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, and the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development
(hereinafter referred to as the "EBRD")
which was signed on 08.02.2018, is
considered to be one of the important
treaties with agenda to establish a strategic
partnership  in order  to work together
towards the areas of common interest. The
purpose of this MOU is to form the basis
for cooperation between the Parties at
strategic level (to identify cultural heritage
priorities and developing projects to support
them) and operational level (to define and
implement an action plan for the
sustainable development of Khiva-
Khorezm region as an important cultural
heritage destination). (6, p.3)

As an institutional body of MOU was
organized Committee's Department for
Co-ordination of the Regional Tourism
Potential Development as the
implementation agency to support the
implementation of this MOU, and facilitate
information sharing and mutual
understanding. We consider that, this legal
act provides future development of tourism
in Uzbekistan, in Khorezm particularly,
which leads the adoption of another
economic and cultural agreements.

Strategic partnership in the field of
tourism (Case of China)

Considering China's being one of the
first countries which propose to establish
contractual relations in the sphere of
tourism with Uzbekistan and current
development and renewing these relations,
noting the role of this country in Asia, we

The Role Of Bilateral Agreements For Development Of International Tourism In The Republic Of Uzbekistan
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decided to analyze as an example the
relations on tourism of these two countries.
China has been striving for the
establishment of partnership  with other
countries as a new type of State-to-State
relations in the post-Cold War era.
According to a report by one of the Chinese
media outlet, China has so far established
partnershi ps with  foreign countries or
regions or international organizations. (8)
Among them Uzbekistan is considered to
be the strategic partner of China. According
to Giovanni,  strategic partnershi p
implicates both the "strategic" quality and
the "partnership" nature of cooperative
relations of both parties, requiring that
both parties regard it as essential to achieve
their basic goals with national security as
the core and stressing the win-win effect
of such a strategic relationship. (4,  pp. 2-3)

China was one of the first states that
suggested to Uzbekistan establish contacts
in the sphere of tourism. Thus, on March
13, 1992, an intergovernmental Agreement
was signed on cooperation on culture,
education, health, tourism and sports.
According to the document, "the Parties
agreed to encourage and support cooperation
and exchange in the field of culture, art,
education, health, tourism and sport between
relevant institutions of both countries on the
basis of the principle of equality and mutual
benefit", and "to stimulate the development
and strengthening of links between sports and
tourist organizations ".  Interdepartmental
treaties of Uzbekistan and PRCH (People's
Republic of China) in the field of scientific
and cultural- humanitarian relations, which
are signed by specific departments, are
considered to be legal form of collaboration
between Uzbekistan and China in before
mentioned field. (5, p.63)

The list of bilateral norms in the sphere
of tourism is continuing year by year, in
particular:

- Agreement between the Government
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the

Government of the People's Republic of
China on cooperation in the field of tourism
November 29, 2013

 - Framework agreement on cooperation
between the State Committee for Tourism
and the Chinese company CAISSA
Tourism Group on April 25, 2017.

 - Framework agreement on cooperation
between the State Committee for Tourism
and the Beijing Youth Travel Agency on
April 25, 2017.

- And last but not least, the Program of
development of cooperation in the sphere
of tourism between the State Committee
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Tourism
Development and the State Administration
for Tourism of the PRC for 2017-2020.

According to this Program spheres of
cooperation include: in the area for
development of tourist exchange, on
advancement of national tourist product,
on protection of rights and legal interests
of tourists, providing of their safety, for
realization of investment projects in the
field of tourism and in the field of
development of tourist collaboration
between the regions of the state Parties.

Perspectives of bilateral collaboration
Bilateral partnershi p  on religion

(Islamic) tourism coordinates the future
attractive strategy of Uzbekistan, the use
of Islamic potential- in Samarkand,
Bukhara and Tashkent shows remarkable
economic impact to country. For this
purpose, special agreements on religion
tourism were signed with several Muslim
countries (Malaysia, Singapore, Pakistan).
It should be noted that for the first half of
2017,  the diplomatic missions of the
country abroad were issued 742 tourist
visas, while for the same period in 2016
this indicator was equal to 287 tourist visas.
Thus, the growth was 61.3%. The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs sent relevant proposals
to simplify the procedure for obtaining
entry visas to Uzbekistan (within 5 working
days) for citizens of Malaysia and
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Indonesia, planning to visit the country
through pilgrimage tourism. (6)

Moreover, as an institutional form of
bilateral cooperation in the form of joint
commissions (for example, Agreement
between Uzbekistan and South Korea for
cooperation on tourism from 2012) (3),
working groups (Agreement between the
government of the Republic of Uzbekistan
and the government of India for
cooperation on tourism from 06.07.2015)
(2) and other institutional bodies may be
created from the representatives of official
tourist bodies of the contracting states, are
envisaged in most agreements.

Except this type of agreement, in
connection with importance of health of
citizens and that providing in time of
necessary and quality healthcare to the
tourists, it is an inalienable constituent and
index of strength of tourism security, from
one side, and less secured of citizens in
this plan, on the other hand, in-process
an author offers the settlement of this
problem by the conclusion of new type of
intergovernmental agreement about a
collaboration in the sphere of medical
insurance and providing of healthcare to
the citizens (to the tourists) of another
Party in the agreement, which have been
on tourist tours, on the territory of other
Party.

So, it is necessary to set obligatory
medical insurance of tourists driving out
from one contracting state to other on
tourist tours, within the framework of the
organized tours, and also, that the states
will authorize certain insurance
organization (s) to register tourists of
other contracting Part, taking advantage
of healthcare (without some payment), and
on completion of fiscal year to conduct
mutual settlements. The information in the
indicated insurance organizations will act
from different medical establishments of
the corresponding state, including hotel
doctors, whose healthcare will be paid by

the authorized insurer. In turn, the current
financing of insurance organization will
come due to their basic insurance activity,
including amounts covered after medical
insurance persons, driving out in other
contracting state, plugged in the cost of
tour and enumerated by tour operators.
For execution of agreement, elaboration
of the regulatory legal and practical
mechanism for its implementation, the
states will establish a joint body of
representatives of official tourism
administrations.

Conclusion
Regulation of tourism issues on bilateral

basis occupies an important position for
foreign economic policy of state. This type
of agreement, notwithstanding its general
character, is considered to be mutual
willingness of both parties, based on
principals of equality and mutuality on the
regulation of tourism issues. These relations
are perspective, because it influences the
development of cooperation with foreign
countries on tourism, respond the interests
of parties and give an opportunity to both
states and its citizens to move freely.  The
researcher announces some critics and
proposals regarding bilateral cooperation
for tourism development of Uzbekistan.
Namely:

" After analyzing the unique
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, The State
Committee for Tourism Development of
the Republic of Uzbekistan, and the
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (hereinafter referred to as
the "EBRD") which was signed on
08.02.2018, it would be advisable to sign
interdepartmental MOUs or agreements
with international financial and cultural
organizations such as UNESCO,
International Bank of Reconstruction and
Development, Islamic Bank of
Reconstruction and Development Islamic
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Bank of Reconstruction and Development
from one party, The State Committee for
Tourism Development of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, and several departments of
Uzbekistan, which function is connected
with tourism;

" It is proposed to sign more detailed
agreements in the field of tourism  (for
instance, youth tourism, ecological,
cultural, ethnic, pilgrim and etc.),
depending on local (cultural, natural,
geographical and etc.) terms and
possibilities of the states, about the visa
facilitation of formalities, about obligatory
of health insurance of tourists;  and duty
of the states to provide the terms of the
simplified access to the medical aid to the
tourists and qualities of rendered medical
service (according to the provisions of the
additionally concluded bilateral contract
about a collaboration in the area of medical
insurance and providing of medical aid to
the to the tourists (by building additional
international hospitals in the regions of
Uzbekistan) of the corresponding states),

about measure on simplification
administrative, judicial and other legal
procedure concerning foreign citizens
(during their temporary stay) and etc.;

" Considering poor contractual basis
with Latin American countries, it is also
advisable to enlarge and renew the
contractual basis on tourism of Uzbekistan
with those states by learning in-bound and
out-bound tourism of Latin America states
in order to attract tourists' attention from
those countries;

" Due to the improvement of Muslim
tourism in the Republic of Uzbekistan, the
legal strengthening is expedient on
introduction of international standards and
special terms and conditions for
development of religious tourism (Halal
tourism) in our country. In particular,
creation of legal foundation for
introduction of tourist business in the field
of Halal tourism (religious tourism)
according to Muslim rules (Sharia Law) in
Uzbekistan is considered to be the demand
of present day.
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